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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss, Alpine herbs; whose books 
are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, 
skin di , ab , stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very bene- 
ficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the 
recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per 
box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or stomach troubles or weak heart 
and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar mentioning nature of ailment. 
Price $2.85 per box. 

Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 











Joseph B. Shaughnessy, Architect 
508 Reliance Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 


Specializes in Ecclesiastical Art, School and Institutional Buildings. 


Besides being a splendid type of Catholic layman, Mr. Shaughnessy’s 
travels abroad and study of ecclesiastical art eminently: fit him for 
church work. He is reasonable as to price, economical in dealing with 
contractors, and a master of detail. His work on our Convent buildings 
at Clyde, since the death of the esteemed Rev. P. Lukas, 0.8. B., gives 
us cause to recommend him highly. 





To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 10th of the month and send both 
OLD and NEW address. 

We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 Canada, Ireland & England $1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. oe 


ATTRACTIVE PREMIUMS 
Given for New Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For Five NEW Subscriptions For Two NEW 
Subscriptions 
A nickel-bound Crucifix 


5 inches long. Convenient 
size for daily use in prayer. 


An excellent, im- 
ported Real Ebony 
Crucifix, with bev- 


OR: 
eled edges. Light in Placard of Our Suffering 
weight; can easily Savior OR of the Dolorous 
be held by a sick Mother. A beautiful cellu- 
person, or may be loid-covered picture, 44% x 


6% in. with easel. Will 
bring an atmosphere of 
devotion into any of your 
rooms: ». 


hung on the wall. 
Size 7% inches. 





4 
ha 


For Five NEW Subscriptions| 


The Dolorous Passion. It is impos- 
sible to.find a more soul-thrilling descrip- 
tion of our Redeemer’s Passion than the 
revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s 
sufferings and the compassion of His 
Blessed Mother are placed before our 
eyes with a clearness that overwhelms 
the soul with emotion. Few hearts can 
be so hardened as not to be deeply moved 
on reading this remarkable work. 





For One NEW Subscription 


Soul-inspiring picture of the Ago- 
nizing Chirst of Limpias, size 16 x 21 
in., in photo-tone. All who receive this 
touching image of our Suffering Savior 
are pleased beyond words. 


California: “Words cannot express 
the delight with which I received the 
pictures. The reproduction of the Holy 
Christ of the Agony is more beautiful 
than I hoped for. Oh, it is a treasure 
indeed!” 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











The Victim of Sin 


Look down, O pitiful Father, from the throne of Thy Majesty, 
and behold Thy beloved Son hanging so piteously and ignominiously 
on the Cross, His sacred Body all stretched and racked, and torn with 
cruel wounds. See Thy most beloved Son, Thy sweet Jesus, shedding 
His Blood with such profuse liberality for the sins of His brethren. 
Behold that sacred Head, before which the Powers of heaven bow in 
reverent awe, now itself bowed in dereliction and anguish. Behold 
His eyes swimming in tears, His gracious mouth distorted, His sunken 
pallid cheeks, His arms so painfully stretched, His breast torn with 
wounds, His skin all scarred with gashes, His hands and feet pierced with 
cruel nails. — St. Gertrude. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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O Loving Pelican 


ered N a rocky cliff out in the ocean a pelican has built his 
aaPee nest. In vain he secks food for his young among the 
crags and billows. Anxiously the little ones open wide 
their beaks; they are starving. In his distress the pelican 
tears open his own breast so that his children may not 
perish, but may be nourished and satiated by his warm blood. He 
himself wills to die, but they shall live. 

The great bard of the Holy Eucharist, Thomas Aquinas, must 
have thought of this touching legend when he addressed our Eucha- 
ristic Savior in the sublimity of His generous spirit of sacrifice with 
the words: “Pie Pellicane, Jesu Domine...” For Jesus in His gener- 
osity, self-sacrifice and self-renunciation goes to the limit of all 
possibility; far beyond all measure. Here the beautiful words of St. 
Augustine are realized: “Although God is omniscient, He knew of 
nothing more to give. Although He is the Almighty, He was not 
able to give more. Although He is all-bountiful, He possessed nothing 
more to give.” 

His goodness reaches down through the ages. In Holy Com- 
munion, the Divine Pelican feeds His children with His own Flesh 
and Blood. He is the “Bread of Life.” The almighty God comes 
down to us; Jesus, the celebrated Wonder-worker, the most noble and 
the best of all the children of men, the beloved Son of the Heavenly 
Father, gives us His Flesh and Blood as nourishment. The conscious- 
ness of this is so powerful and weighty that it spontaneously brings 
the thought of our unworthiness to our lips. The nearer we draw 
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to God, the more clearly do we understand that we are but poor 
mortals. 

But Jesus wishes us to come to Him; to eat Him. He has not 
left us in doubt on this point. It was in the synagogue at Capharnaum, 
the day after the miraculous multiplication of the loaves. The people 
still could not grasp that He fed five thousand hungry persons with 
five loaves. He, however, drew their thoughts away from the earthly 
bread to the other, the supernatural Bread which He desired to give 
them. “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that which 
endureth unto life everlasting...The Bread that I will give is My 
Flesh for the life of the world” (John vi. 27, 52). 

And although He knew that they were astonished, He did not 
retract a single word of His promise, but reaffirmed it all the more 
emphatically: “Amen, amen I say unto you: Except you eat the 
Flesh of the Son of man and drink His Blood, you shall not have 
life in you. He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, hath 
everlasting life, and I will raise Him up in the last day” (John 
vi. 54). And as the astonishment in the synagogue grew and even 
His apostles shook their heads in wonderment at His strange speech, 
He placed before them the choice of either believing in Him or 
leaving Him. 

Thus far, only a promise was concerned. As yet the apostles 
knew not how His word was to become a reality. But it did become 
a reality, and in a way peculiar to God alone. And how fully it 
responds to the human longing for God and godliness! For deep down 
in the heart of man dwells a longing for God. Mankind traverses 
the earth, inquiring and seeking for its God. Our soul has been 
created by Him, it bears His likeness as the child bears a likeness to 
its father; therefore it continually longs for its home with God. In 
paradise He was close to men, and therefore their happiness was 
perfect. 

A second time this happiness came to mankind, when the Son 
of God descended to earth and dwelt as God among men. Those who 
knew Him and loved Him were happy. They clung to Him with every 
fibre of their soul, and with heavy hearts looked forward to the hour 
of separation. Jesus saw that a crushing sorrow was weighing them 
down. When friends have to part, they give one another a token of 
remembrance, perhaps a picture, that the memory of the loved one 
may be preserved at least in this shadowy manner. Jesus, too, gave 
a remembrance before His parting: but one such as only’ He could 
give. 

“T will not leave you orphans.” For you I risk all, even the most 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 325 


sublime act of love, I give you all, I give Myself. I come to you 
in closest union in Holy Communion. With desire have I longed for 
this Banquet, for this communion with you. 


Jesus Longs, Not for the Tabernacle, but for Our Hearts 


In these sentiments He took bread into His holy hands at the 
Last Supper, blessed and broke it, and spoke over it the holiest and 
most beautiful words that have ever been spoken on this earth: “Take 
ye and eat, this is My Body.” And in like manner He took the chalice 
with wine and said: “Drink ye all of this, this is the chalice, the 
new testament in My Blood, which shall be shed for you” (Luke 
xxii. 19, 20). 

Jesus did not say: “Take Me and put Me in the tabernacle; 
take Me and place Me in the monstrance; take Me and carry Me 
in solemn procession through the streets and villages.” He said: 
“Take Me and eat Me!” He wants to be eaten. That is His will. 
His longing is not for the loneliness of the tabernacle, not for the 
golden rays of the monstrance nor for magnificent processions with 
music and song; His longing is for union with us. The tabernacle 
is but a transit to our hearts. There He wishes to be imbedded in 
our love, there He wishes to dwell and give us of His riches. 

Jesus knew very well that He had to deal with poor, sinful 
mankind; but this could not deter His love. He was always a 
friend of sinners, of the poor and suffering; He will never belie His. 
being — therefore, go to Him: — 

Ye poor; He is still poor for you, and He will fill your souls 
to overflowing with riches; 

Ye sick; He is the best physician for your soul; 

Ye sinners and guilt-laden; with Him you will find forgiveness, 
for He has never rejected a contrite penitent; 

Ye lonely; He will share loneliness with you; 

Ye innocently persecuted; He understands you better than any 
human being can. 

Sometimes the sun unfolds its greatest splendor just before it 
sets. As with a million hands, it casts its riches over the earth and 
the earth in turn smiles back at the departing one in silent gratitude 
and blissful transfiguration. Does not the home-going of the Savior 
resemble that of the sun? Before the sinking of His life on the 
Cross He seems once more to gather together all His infinite goodness 
and love, like an immeasurable sun which thtows its rays over all 
lands and through all times. But it cost Him His Flesh and Blood. 

Pie Pellicane, Jesu Domine...— O Jesus, loving Pelican... 
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“The Cross is My Book” 


™§ HE saintly lay-brother, Blessed Conrad of Altoetting,* was 
“@ an ardent lover of the Cross and had a deep veneration 
for the image of Jesus Crucified. He would often say: 
“The Cross is my book.” His trying and responsible 
office of porter, which he held for forty-one years, called 
for the practice of heroic patience and charity, yet with unfailing 
cheerfulness and with that true fraternal charity which can have its 
root only in the love of God, he served all who came to the gate of 
the monastery. Once when asked how it was that he always seemed 
to know just the right thing to say and do, he answered: “One glance 
at the Crucifix teaches me at any time how to conduct my office.” 
His Crucifix, the Blessed Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin Mary were 
the three great loves of his life. 

Calvary is the school in which all the saints were trained in the 
practice of virtue; it was through meditation on the sufferings of 
Christ that they learned patience and cheerfulness in adversities, resig- 
nation in trials, meekness under rebukes, and chastity in the midst 
of a corrupted world. During this holy time of Lent, let us, too, 
enter the school of Calvary and learn the science of the Cross — the 
science which embraces all the mysteries of our holy religion. 

St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “I judged not myself to know 
anything among you but Jesus Christ, and Him Crucified” (1 Cor. ii. 2). 
“We preach Christ Crucified; unto the Jews indeed a stumbling-block, 
and unto the Gentiles foolishness: but unto them that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God” 
(1 Cor. i. 23). The doctrine of the Cross knows no compromise with 
the views of a mercenary world. “Stat Crux, dum volvitur orbis — 
The Cross stands, while the world revolves.” Worldlings allow them- 
selves to be swayed by every breeze of doctrine; the doctrine of the 
Cross, however, remains ever the same. For this reason it is intolerable 
to the world. 

St. Augustine writes: “The Cross is the pulpit from which God 
preaches, the altar on which He immolates Himself, and the throne 
from which He reigns.” 


What Does the Crucifix Teach? 


Our Lord once said to St. Gertrude: “Whenever anyone turns to 
a Crucifix, let him think that I speak thus lovingly to his heart: ‘Behold, 
how I, in love for thee, hang upon the Cross, naked, despised, My 
*Beatified by Pope Pius XI in June, 1930. 
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whole body wounded, all My limbs distended. And still My Heart 
is enkindled with such glowing love for thee that if it would be 
beneficial for thy salvation and thou couldst not be saved in any other 
way, I would for thee alone endure all that I suffered for the whole 
world.” Ah, what gratitude this reflection should excite in our hearts! 

Looking at the Crucifix, let us ask ourselves: Who suffers? 
Faith replies: The only-begotten Son of the Father, God made man, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In this answer we have the doctrine of the 
Mystery of the Incarnation, which is founded upon that of the Most 
’ Holy Trinity. For what purpose does He suffer? —To ransom us and 
all mankind. There we have the Mystery of the Redemption. 

For whom does He suffer? — For all the fallen children of Adam; 
for the universality of mankind tainted with original sin, Mary alone 
excepted. How does the Crucified effect the Redemption? — Blood 
and water flow from His Sacred Side and are applied to us in the 
holy sacraments. This, the open Wound of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Crucified teaches us. 

The Cross is the weapon wherewith to overthrow the enemy. The 
Christian professes his Faith by the Sign of the Cross, and all the 
blessings of the Church are imparted with this Sign. The Crucifix 
teaches the dreadfulness of mortal sin and of hell; it teaches the 
infinite justice of God as well as His infinite mercy. The Crucifix 
admonishes us to patience: As a lamb, Jesus is led to slaughter and 
hangs three hours upon the Cross, opening not His lips to complaints, 
but praying: “Father, forgive them.” O Divine Sufferer! what a lesson 
Thou teachest us! The Crucifix teaches poverty: Christ, poor, in the 
stable, poorer in His public life, but poorest on the Cross. It teaches 
us humility, obedience, and all Christian virtues. 


Christ Reigns from the Cross 


The Cross is the throne from which Christ reigns. “Regnat a 
ligno Deus — God reigns from the tree (of the Cross).” “And I, if 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to Myself” (John 
xii. 32). The very manner of reckoning time is regulated according 
to the Cross, for by Him who died on the Cross history was divided 
into two periods: before Christ and after Christ, pagan era and 
Christian era. This may be symbolized by the two arms of the Cross. 
Christ Crucified reigns over spirits by imposing upon them belief in 
the mystery of the Cross: He reigns over hearts by requiring of them 
even to love the Cross. How great the army of souls who throughout 
the centuries have loved the Cross! Oh, glorious triumph of the 
Crucified in subduing hearts to the love of the Cross! 
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Back to Christ and His Church 


Such the. Crucifix should be to every faithful Catholic. Let us 
strive to secure again for the Crucifix due veneration. The watchword 
for Catholics in our stormy times should be: “Back to Christ and His 
Church!” The sign of Christ, the banner of His kingdom, is the Cross 
on which the God-man shed His Blood, the precious price of our 
Redemption. The watchword of Christ’s opponents, however, is: “Away 
with the Crucifix! Out of our sight, out of our schools and public 
institutions! We will not have Christ reign over us!” But the more 
the enemies of Christ cry out: “Away with Him! Away from Him!” 
the more closely should His friends gather around His banner and 
undertake the combat with the cry: “Oportet illum regnare! Resta- 
urare omnia in Christo! —He must. reign! All things must be 
restored in Christ!” 

As in the time of Constantine, so now, too, may the Crucifix 
triumph and again take its place of honor in the diadems of sover- 
eigns, in the lecture rooms of schools, in hospitals and public insti- 
tutions, in workshops and factories, but above all, may it receive the 
place of honor in our homes. Christ must be honored also outwardly, 
and that the more because in our days He is denied by so many. 

How beautifully might the words of the Prophet Isaias be con- 
verted into a prayer to be said when passing a Crucifix: “Lord Jesus, 
Thou bearest in all truth our miseries; our sufferings Thou hast taken 
upon Thyself. Thou wast pierced on account of our sins and bruised 
for our iniquities, but through Thy Wounds we are healed.” 

In a parish in France, the school board decided to remove the 
Crucifix from the school-room. The morning after this had been carried 
into effect, all the children appeared wearing a Crucifix on their breast, 
so that instead of one Crucifix in the school-room there were now sixty. 
What a splendid protest on the part of the parents! 

Profess yourself a disciple of the Crucified wherever there is an 
opportunity to do so, and you will deserve to hear on the last day, 
when “the Sign of the Son of Man shall appear in the heavens,” the 
words of the Judge: “Thou wert not ashamed to confess Me before 
men; neither will I be ashamed to confess thee before My Father.” 
Let your Lenten resolution be: Always and everywhere I will endeavor 
to procure honor for the Crucifix! 


The Attitude Everyone Should Take in these Hard Times: ‘I 
was sorely tempted to discontinue your book because of unemploy- 
ment, but thinking it over, I felt as.if I was forsaking an old friend. 
It has taught me to know and love our dear Lord so much. Enclosed 
is my renewal for ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ ”’ 
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“That You Do Not Mistreat My Son” 





HE leading Catholic paper in Spain, “El Debate,” reports 

a wonderful occurrence, which has already been investi- 
gated by proper Church authorities. In the village of 
Torralba de Aragen in the Province of Huesca, near 
the French border, some children were one day play- 
ing in front of a church. A sudden impulse prompted four of 
them to look in through an opening in the church door. They 
beheld a woman clothed in mourning, holding a book and a rosary 
in her hands. Greatly astonished, the children ran to their teacher 
and told her what they had seen. As the pastor was not there at the 
time, the teacher, together with the policeman and his wife, the priest’s 
housekeeper and the four children, hastened to the church. The four 
grown persons twice searched the church and the adjoining rooms 
thoroughly, but found no trace of anyone. During all this time the 
apparition remained visible to the children. 

In the meantime the news of this remarkable occurrence had spread 
through the village and the inhabitants flocked to the church in great — 
numbers. The children now saw the lady standing before the Sacred 
Heart picture at the Gospel side of the high altar. The teacher heard 
them say to each other: “See, she looks like the Sorrowful Mother 
on the other altar.” She then urged the children to ask the apparition 
what she wished. The oldest of the children, the twelve-year-old 
Josepha Puertola, put the question and received the following an- 
swer: That you do not mistreat my Son! 

Those present understood this answer at once. During the days 
of the revolution, two evildoers, aliens, had come during the services 
and destroyed two Crucifixes. All were deeply moved at this com- 
plaint of the Mother of God, for no one any longer doubted that it 
was she who showed herself to the children. The damaged Crucifixes 
were immediately brought and laid at the feet of the apparition 
(according to the report of the children). Amid indescribable emo- 
tion on the part of those present, Josepha again addressed the lady: 
“Most pure Virgin, here is thy Son.” Whereupon she received the 
answer: “Leave Him here.” During all this time the four children 
saw the apparition. 

The parish priest has in the meantime taken an accurate account 
of the assertions of the children. He is of the opinion that at their 
age, chimera is hardly possible, especially since in the beginning 
they did not think of the Blessed Virgin but only spoke of having 
seen “a woman.” The Church authorities, to whom alone belongs 
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the decision, have already introduced an investigation. 
The picture of the Sorrowful Mother which appears on the cover 
of this issue was sent us from a monastery near to the place the 


apparition was seen. It is reported that many still witness the 


prodigies, and many conversions take place. In view of the perse- 
cution now raging in Spain, well may Mary weep and say: “Do 
not mistreat my Son!” 





Good Will 
A Joyful Message*, Continued 





The Angel of Grace Seeks Admission 


HOSE who say they can no longer have a good will, dis- 
claim not only the freedom of man but also the effects of 
eternal and omnipresent Divine grace. In the eyes of God 
it is not a misfortune if a star or a planet is extinguished 
somewhere in the universe; but it is a misfortune, a catas- 

trophe in His sight, if the little spark of good will is extinguished in 

the heart of some man. No greater delight could it have been for the 

Eternal when He once beheld, at the world’s creation, the solar system 

flash up, than now when the light of a good will is again enkindled 

in the soul of a poor sinner. 

St. Augustine, despite the battles which he himself once fought, 
says that nothing is easier to the free will than to exercise itself. 
He who earnestly desires to have a good will, has it before he sighs 
for it. But he must be in earnest about it and may not play friv- 
olously with the grace of God. 

The angel of grace stands at the door and waits only to be ad- 
mitted; he waits till the last hour, and how often has he not at that 
supreme moment kindled the light of a good will, the only beacon 
light which makes the way into eternity bright and cheerful. This 
the angel of grace did to the good thief, and this he does every day 
perhaps thousands of times to dying persons, demanding as a return 
gift only a little contrition and a good resolution. 

Woe to him who trifles with this angel, who indeed calls for 
him but does not accept the good will from him after all. Woe to 
him who closes his door to the angel of grace and with him also 
to good will. Who knows whether the angel of grace will find time 
to knock repeatedly? But happy he who opens to this angel, and 


*By the learned and devout Rt. Rev. Boniface Woehrmueller, 0.S.B. 
Abbot of the Benedictine St. Boniface Abbey, Munich, Bavaria. 
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perhaps after a long, long time receives again the light of a good 
will, which now no one can take from him anymore. God and His 
angels in heaven rejoice not only over the good will which like a 
perpetual light has shone uninterruptedly from the day of baptism 
to the hour of death, but also over the weaker good will which was 
lost but has been found again, which was already extinguished, but 
which has been lighted anew. 


Of the Reward of Good Will 


The question “What shall we receive for it?” is not merely the 
voice of self-interest; it is a question which very likely our Lord Him- 
self placed in our hearts and which for that reason reasserts itself ever 
again with the best of men and in the best of works. And now that we 
have made the resolution never to lose our good will despite all diffi- 
culties and to carry it through life like a burning lamp, we too, will 
probably ask ourselves: “What shall I receive for it? What will it 
profit me?” 

Then again we are affrighted at this question. Dare we ask it? 
Do we dare, in place of sublime virtues and holiness, to offer a simple 
good will to the holy God, before whom the angels despite their sanc- 
tity tremble like sinners? Dare we even expect a reward for it? Not 
even human beings, who are themselves so imperfect, are satisfied with 
good will alone. Not only that they do not see or recognize the good 
will at all if it does not manifest and affirm itself by exterior works 
and successes, but even when they perceive it, good will alone is not 
sufficient for them. Only in rare cases persons who are specially in- 
dulgent towards their neighbor are content with the simple good will. 

God, however, is not only the Omniscient and “judges not according 
to the sight of the eyes, nor reproves according to the hearing of the 
ears” (Is. xi. 3), but He is also the all-good, not less kind and forbearing 
than a mother who caresses her child even though his writing exercise 
has been a failure, provided only that it was done with a good will. 
Similarly, God is satisfied with the very least; this discrimination and 
contentedness of the great God has, if one may so speak, something 
actually touching in it. “If the will be good, it is accepted according 
to that which a man hath, not according to that which he hath not” 
(2 Cor. viii. 12). God does not demand from anyone more than a 
good will, be this will yet so weak and hidden. 

Yes, after all, it is really only the good will which gives pleasure 
to God. Not the miracles which the saints wrought, not the mortifi- 
cations which they practiced, not their knees made sore from praying, 
not this was it that pleased Him in the lives of His saints, but, above 
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all, the good will which prompted all this. Good will is really the only 
good and God-pleasing thing in this world, for good works make not 
the good will, but the good will makes the good works. Where the 
good will is lacking, nothing is good even though it were the most 
glorious and most useful deed; but where there is a good will, there all . 
is good and pleasing in the sight of God, even though to outward ap- 
pearances it seemed folly or failure, an error or a monstrosity. 

In fact, the good will which is deprived of outward success and 
universal recognition finds favor with God in a special measure. For 
then, this good will is nothing else than patient suffering, pure un- 
selfish love, the simplest humility, all in one. It is suffering, for it is 
disappointment and unfulfilled longing; it is pure, unselfish love, for 
it spends itself without apparent recompense, without the joy of gain, 
without the triumph of success; it is touching humility, for there is 
no more humble nor more humiliating life and suffering than to 
wish to be pure and yet not be able to be pure. 

Truly, there is much hidden glory in such a good will! What a 
consoling truth is this in our miserable earthly life! How consoling 
in our trouble in praying! We should like to pray but we become dis- 
tracted; we start over again from the beginning, but fare no better. 
Yet let us not be sad: the prayer that we should like to say but cannot, 
the prayer of a good will, this truly human prayer, is nevertheless a 
prayer. The good will itself is a prayer before God, a prayer as good 
and beautiful as the heavenly praises of the Cherubim glowing with 
ardent devotion, a prayer to which God delights to listen from the 
heights of heaven. 

Or, again, our Holy Communions. We approach the Table of the 
Lord, we try to prepare ourselves, we make a thanksgiving, but our 
heart remains cold and indifferent as a stone. And yet we need not 
grieve on this account. For God is able of stones to raise up children 
to Abraham and He hears the rocks of the wilderness cry a fervent 
Amen. God did not prepare this, His Table, for angels but for men. 
Not for those in health did He come, but for the sick. These are the 
most welcome to the Divine Physician, provided, of course, that they | 
come with the will to let themselves be helped. 

Or we are uneasy because on account of sickness or work we get 
to church so seldom and in our simple, lowly calling can do so little 
for the kingdom of God. Ah, let us not forget: everywhere a good 
will exists —be it in the sick room or in the workshop — there is 
a church, a house of God, there is a Divine service by which God is 
glorified and man himself is abundantly blessed and loaded with 
favors and merits. Let us hear and believe what a monastic legend 
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of the Middle Ages relates: One religious saw how another aged 
nun in her cell suddenly became transparent as crystal. When she 
asked whether and what the aged Sister had just prayed, the favored 
one replied that on account of her infirmities she had been unable 
to do anything just then but humbly bow before God and think: “My 
God, could I do what would please Thee, I should gladly do it!” 
More this good soul had not done and yet through this act she had 
won a halo of glory. 

Yes, the good will, no matter how weak, frail and faint it fre- 
quently is, still has something more powerful about it than anything 
which can be found here on earth. A man of prayer of the Middle 
Ages who was a profound thinker, consoles himself and us with the 
words: “With the will I can do all things. 1 can bear the burdens 
of all men, can feed all the poor and do the works of all men; if 
nothing is wanting to your will, you have accomplished all and no one 
can take it from you.” To be concluded. 





Prayer and Fasting— Means of Assisting 
the Poor Souls 





Prayer 


@ OLY Scripture tells us that “It is a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed 
from sins” (2 Machab. xii. 46). Prayers for the faith- 
ful departed are most pleasing to Almighty: God, and 
we may be assured He will graciously regard these 
supplications. Our Heavenly Father lends a willing ear when we ask 
Him for some temporal good, provided the possession of what we ask 
is to the advantage of our soul; He will therefore, we may be sure, 
answer our prayers when we implore Him to grant light and rest to 
His beloved children who are satisfying for their sins in the flames 
of purgatory. 

St. Bernard, penetrated with compassion at the thought of pur- 
gatory, and animated with a holy desire to alleviate the torments of 
the poor souls, beseeches Almighty God to change their sufferings into 
eternal rest and everlasting glory, and exhorts the faithful to offer 
up their prayers and good works for the dead, as by so doing they 
will shorten the time of their banishment (Serm. 42). Thomas a’Kempis 
likewise exhorts us to pray for the souls in purgatory, reminding us 
that the time will come when we, too, shall stand in need of the help 
of our fellow-men. 
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First of all, we are in duty bound to pray for our parents, rela- 
tives, friends and benefactors, for this is the true way to show them 
our love and gratitude. After this, let us enlarge our hearts and 
remember the whole host of sufferers, many of whom are forgotten 
and have been detained in the flames of the fiery prison for a great 
number of years. We lose nothing by praying for the dead. More- 
over, we are thereby forcibly reminded of death and the thought of 
death is a wholesome thought, a powerful incentive to avoid sin and 
to bear patiently the troubles and afflictions of this life. But let 
our prayers for the dead be devout and fervent prayers. 


Fasting 

“Know ye,’ we read in the book of Judith, “that the Lord will 
hear your prayers, if you continue with perseverance in fastings and 
prayers in the sight of the Lord” (iv. 11). This fasting may be two- 
fold — exterior or interior. Exterior fasting offers the advantage of 
alleviating the sufferings of the holy souls and at the same time re- 
storing our health, so frequently impaired by intemperance. 

Concerning interior penance, St. Augustine says: “What will it 
profit us if we abstain from wine, but are drunk with and carried 
away by anger; if we abstain from flesh meat, but like wild beasts, 
destroy the good name of our neighbors?” 

To love means to suffer. Let us, then, suffer something for the 
dear ones who have gone before us, and deliver them from the pains 
of purgatory. If our faith were a more lively faith, prayer, fasting 
and other good works would be the means by which we would accustom 
ourselves to satisfy the Divine Justice for the faithful departed, seeing 
how efficacious these good works are. And surely there are few who 
cannot join some little exterior penance to their prayers. It is easy 
to be silent, to mortify the taste, or our natural curiosity, and, with 
God’s grace, to be patient and resigned in suffering, or to give up 
our own will. These things, combined with prayer, are a powerful 
means to bring succor and rest into those regions of suffering. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS Our favorite devotion during the - 


holy Lenten time should be the Stations, or the Way of the Cross, for 
Holy Church teaches us that we can do nothing more salutary than to 
meditate upon the sufferings our Savior endured for our salvation. 
Some people find this meditation difficult, especially when their time 
for praying the Stations is limited or they are fatigued after their day’s 
work. Our beautiful little brochure, entitled as above, with its touch- 
ing illustrations of the Stations accompanied by a short meditation 
and prayer for each, will remove all such difficulty. Vest pocket size; 
durable paper binding. 15¢ each; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Blessed Opportunity 





7AM glad to learn,"’ writes one of our friends from 
New York, “that the privilege of enrolling names 
has been extended. | immediately sought more 
names. This is such a blessed opportunity that I 
want everyone | know to take advantage of it.”” It 
is such enthusiastic cooperation as this which will make it possi- 
ble to continue and complete our Adoration Chapel at Mundelein, 
Illinois. Yes, it is a most blessed opportunity to have one’s 
name placed before the very throne whereon Jesus Eucharistic 
will be exposed and from whence He will dispense His graces 
to the living and the dead. 


Our 80 Year-Old Friend 


Illinois: “Here I am again with two well-filled documents: 
well filled with names, and a draft calling for $16.50 to help you tu 
push along the long-wished for earthly throne for our Heavenly King 
who is so anxious to occupy it to welcome all who may gather around 
to adore Him. This is to prove to you that I am still laboring for 
His glory, collecting the necessary funds to help you complete your 
heart’s desire for our dear Savior. It has been raining so much here 
this month; kept me at home most of the time, but this makes 225 
names I have sent in, and I have six other names for another docu- 
ment, and you can expect me to continue on the good work that 
you gave me to help. I feel so thankful to you for calling on me 
to help you in such noble work for our Eucharistic God.” 

May the Heart of the Master bless in richest measure cver¥ 
step of this venerable lover of the Holy Eucharist, who is eighty 
years old. Assuredly the angels are counting his steps, and the Savior 
will be more a Father than a Judge when this good man appears with 
hands and heart laden with works for Jesus hidden in the Sacred Host. 


“Send Me 50 More Documents” 


“Everything pertaining to the new building interests me,’ says 
devoted subscriber from Connecticut. ‘Hitherto I have not been 
able to respond. How glad I am that the time for enrollment of new 
names under ‘‘the Golden Opportunity’ has been extended to August 
15th! Please send me fifty copies of the document at your earliest 
convenience. I would like to fill a thousand if it were possible.” 
Certainly this is a most generous offer! From now until August 
we would like to distribute thousands of these documents. The small 
amount requested places a burden on no one; even the poorest can 
afford 25¢. Yet it means much toward the completion of our 
Adoration Church. Such a small offering from many will accomplish 
great good. It will provide employment for some fifty or sixty 
workmen for some months, meaning a livelihood for their families. 











“My hands are full of treasures in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. Oh, that souls would take 
them from Me!” 

— Words of Jesus to Bl. John of Avila 


Names 


Write below the names of your loved 
ones, and return this document to us to 
be placed at the feet of Jesu Hostia. 


Living 
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We shall continue to receive names to 
be placed under the exposition throne until 
August 15, 1932. 


The names written on this document 
will be placed beneath the exposition 
throne of the Church of Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament to remain there as long 
as the sanctuary stands. The living and 
departed will share in the unceasing 
prayers of the adorers. 


Those who make an offering of $10.00 
or who secure an offering of this amount 
(for 40 names) will have their names 
inscribed in a “Golden Book” to be sealed 
on the day the Adoration Church is con- 
secrated, to remain always on the altar of 
exposition. 


“Surely those cannot fail to have a 
happy hour of death who are thus con- 
stantly recommended day and night to the 
loving Eucharistic Heart of Jesus,’’ wrote 
a friend. 


And another: “Ah, those are happy 
souls who are so fortunate as to be recom- 
mended to the perpetual prayers of the 
adorers, and to have their names beneath 
the monstrance from which Jesus dispenses 
so many blessings. Can their purgatory 
be long when so many prayers are being 
offered for their speedy admission to the 
unveiled glory of Jesus Himself?’ 


That many appreciate these favors is 
shown by the fact that hundreds have sent 
5, 10 or 20 names. One lady in Chicago 
secured 257 with an offering of 25¢ for 
each; another in Philadelphia, 170 names; 
one gentleman eighty years of age secured 
225 in a few months. 


Imprimatur: 
Most Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D.D. 
Bishop of St. Joseph 


His Eminence George Cardinal Mundelein, D.D. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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“A Really Golden Opportunity” 


From Mississippi: ‘‘Your wonderful document came to me as 
a really Golden Opportunity to show my gratitude, if only in a very 
small way, to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament for the many graces 
He has bestowed on me. I am very happy to enclose check for $10.00 
collected to help your worthy cause. Those I asked were generous — 
that is why I am able to send ten dollars for only twenty names. I 
wish I could get more. I will pray to our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament —I visit Him every day — that you will soon get more 
than sufficient funds to complete the church.’’ Truly, a contribution 
toward this new wiucharistic sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration is a 
way most pleasing to the loving Heart of Jesus by which to show 
one’s gratitude to Him for His many graces! 


A Speedy Reward 


Numberless letters have reached us describing favors received 
after a promise was made to send an offering for the Adoration 
Sanctuary at Mundelein, Illinois. Our Blessed Lady has often ob- 
tained a speedy reward for those who make a sacrifice for the glory 
of her Divine Son. A person from New York City writes: ‘Although 
business is very poor and I have so much trouble besides, I felt I 
had to do my share and made out the check ($11.25) and list which 
I am enclosing. Just while I was signing the check and still think- 
ing and figuring whether I should send it or not, I received a tele- 
phone order from one of our best customers, an order for which I 
was praying. I am sure our Blessed Lady interceded for me and 
our dear Lord granted me the favor today, the last day of the novena, 
on our Lady’s feast day. It shows again how good our dear Lord 
is to us. I cannot tell you, dear Sisters, how grateful I am, for this 
order helps me a good deal.” 


More Documents 


Some of our dear friends have been successful under the most 
trying circumstances. One faithful subscriber in New York City, who 
is a confirmed invalid and is confined to her room, depends upon 
visitors for enrollments. “It is such a wonderful opportunity to be 
so close at all times to the Blessed Sacrament,’’ she writes, ‘‘that I 
cannot understand how any Catholic could refuse.’’ Truly, when the 
great privileges of sharing in so many prayers day and night, and 
having one’s name below the Most Blessed Sacrament as a constant 
petition in itself to the Divine Heart of Jesus, surely ‘‘no’’ Catholic 
could refuse to participate in such a grace when the requirements 
are so easy of fulfillment. 

We shall be delighted to forward to those interested, any num- 
ber of documents to be distributed among friends and acquaintances. 
We place great hopes in this means of increasing our funds during 
the next few months and assure everyone who will assist us of our 
deepest gratitude and our fervent prayers. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missour: 



































The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple 


Since the Adoration Church at Mundelein, Illinois is to be dedi- 
cated under the title of ““Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament,” 
the nave will contain a number of mosaic pictures depicting scenes, 
principally the joyful mysteries, from the life of the Holy Mother of 
God. Painting and frescoing is very costly. We believe money will 
be more profitably invested in mosaics, which will resist the ravages 
of time for centuries, rather than in expensive decorations which in 
time discolor and deteriorate. To those interested we shall gladly 
send a folder with illustrations of the different pictures from which a 
selection may be made, if it has not already been chosen by someone. 
Those who wish may also pay for single figures of those mosaics 
which are still open for donations. 


The Child Mary is Presented in the Temple (Nov. p. 220) (Pledged in full) 
The Incarnation of the Word of God (Dec. p. 226) 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Visits Elizabeth (Dec. p. 239) 

Jesus is born in the stable of Bethlehem (Dec. p. 240) (Paid in full) 
The Adoration of the Magi (Jan. p. 258) 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (Feb. p. 290) 

The finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple 

Our Risen Savior greets His Blessed Mother 

The Blessed Virgin bids farewell to earth 

The Blessed Virgin is received into heaven (Pledged in full) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Her Greatest Joy 





ya NCE on entering a new church two Sisters were ac- 
{xaey 


costed by an elderly lady who pointed to the pews 
with the words: “I was so happy as to be able to 
donate these; also that stained glass window over 
there with the beautiful motif of Our Lady's As 
sumption. I have the greatest pleasure in coming 
to this church to visit our Lord and to feel that I have really 
given Him something! In my will I had originally left the money 
to the church, to be paid after my death, but our Lord gave me 
light to see that it is more meritorious to do it during life. And 
oh, how much joy I| have gotten oat of it! I shall surely never 
regret that | gave it now instead of leaving it in my will!” 

This was a prudent woman of whom could be said: “Many 
daughters have amassed riches, but she hath surpassed them all.” 
Yes, she has acquired far greater merit by making the gift during 
life, and she likewise experiences genuine satisfaction in beholding 
her gifts to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Can our Lord 
fail to bless her in a special manner every time she visits that 
church, or whenever others derive benefits from her gifts! 

A similar joy will be experienced by many of the friends 
and generous benefactors of our Adoration Church at Mundelein, 
Illinois. The dear lady who at the cost of great sacrifices has 
paid for the statue of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament is 
even now reaping the reward of her sacrifices. This marble 
statue has been carved in Italy and has been delivered to the 
Chicago firm. The expression on the countenance of Our Blessed 
Mother is most beautiful, and the Divine Infant, with all the 
winning charms of infancy, stretches forth His little hand and 
with the sweetest of smiles invites the beholder to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, which is symbolized by a chalice and Sacred 
Host He holds in His hand. . 

This is one of the few articles completed, but as time goes 
on, each donor will rejoice over his or her gift in the sanctuary 
of Perpetual Adoration. One family from Cleveland will be 
able to point to the great exposition throne and say: “That is our 
gift to Jesu Hostia."" Two other families, to the two side altars, 
and say: “We are so happy as to have been privileged to erect 
these altars in this Eucharistic sanctuary." One devout Chicago 
girl is claiming the tabernacle all herself, happy thus to show her 
love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus. But there are many other 
items which are still open to donations. We will gladly furnish 
a list of these. However, we believe our deepest gratitude just 
now would be toward those who would pay for a few square 
yards of plastering or for a few square feet of flooring. 

Lent is the time for special sacrifice in honor of our Suffering 
Savior. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Miracle of the Holy Thorn on 
Holy Saturday 1910 


By Dr. Joseph Massarette 





NDRIA is a city of about 45,000 inhabitants, in southern 
" Italy. Charles II of Anjou presented the city with a 
thorn from the crown of our Savior, which his uncle, 
King St. Louis of France, had brought from the Holy 
Land, and erected the magnificent Ste-Chapel of Paris 
in its honor. In the course of centuries, Andria frequently witnessed 
the miracle of the thorn. The thorn is encircled by a spot of dry 
blood near the point, but whenever the miracle occurs, the blood 
glistens fresh and ruddy. Notarial documents prove that this miracle 
took place in 1633, 1644, 1712, and once later on. It usually 
occurred when Good Friday and the feast of the Annunciation fell on 
the same day, which was the case in 1910, and it is an undeniable 
fact that the miracle of the holy thorn was then again repeated in the 
celebrated cathedral at Andria. 

Andria has its socialists and freethinkers, who take delight in 
ridiculing the supposed miracle of the thorn, and in 1910, haughtily 
boasting, they declared that this time they would keep their eyes open 
and would bring legal action against the clergy for the supposed 
deception of the people. The bishop of Andria, Msgr. Staiti di 
Brancaleone, took every precaution beforehand to prevent any suspicion 
of deception. In response to his invitation, a number of witnesses 
assembled in the bishop’s palace on July 10th, 1909. They were re- 
quested to examine the relic carefully. Among those who appeared 
were the pretor, the representative of the mayor, the marshal of the 
carabineers, six physicians, three chemists, and the representatives of 
the clergy. The thorn was taken from the reliquary and carefully 
examined. All took notice of the spot of blood which irregularly 
encircled the thorn. It was then again covered with the crystal globe, 
to which were affixed four seals, in such a manner that the thorn 
could not be touched without breaking the wax. Two of the seals 
bore the impression of the Government, and the other two, the 
Episcopal stamp. In order that the relic might be still more secure, 
two more coverings and nine additional seals of the city adminis- 
trations were placed about it. 


At The Gloria 


On Good Friday, March 25th, 1910, the reliquary was brought 
to the cathedral and placed upon an altar, and the officials once more 
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convinced themselves that the seals were intact. The cathedral was 
crowded. The first ranks were held by the anti-clerics, who were 
jubilant, as in spite of the prayers of the people and clergy, no change 
had taken place with the thorn on Good Friday. In the evening the 
bishop took the reliquary into his private chapel, and spent the en- 
tire night kneeling and praying before the holy relic. The next 
morning, Holy Saturday, it was again placed upon the altar in the 
cathedral. Everybody could see that the seals were unbroken, and the 
thorn appeared as usual. But no sooner was the Gloria intoned than, 
oh wonder! the point of the thorn glistened with fresh blood. The 
bystanders broke into cries of joy and jubilation. Officers and soldiers 
who held back the crowd wept for joy, for they also had observed 
how the colorless thorn in the crystal case suddenly brought forth 
drops of blood. One by one, the representatives of the city adminis- 
tration, of the clergy and of the scientific commission stepped forward 
to the altar, convinced themselves and declared aloud to the crowded 
assembly that the miracle had once more taken place. 

On the same day, a detailed notarial account was drawn up, in 
which the inexplicable change that had taken place with the thorn 
was testified to by the physicians, Terlizzi, Sgarra, Lops, Marano and 
Merra; and by the chemists, Porziotta, Memeo and Goscia. The docu- 
ment was furthermore signed by the bishop, nine priests, the mayor, 
the magistrate and a great number of distinguished citizens of Andria. 
Those who affixed their signatures were by no means all well disposed 
toward the clergy. On the contrary, many of them had hitherto 
zealously propagated socialism and anti-Catholic ideas. But now they 
could no longer conceal the evidence of the facts, and were honest 
enough to give testimony of the truth. 

The culminating point of this miraculous occurrence was the 
solemn procession of thanksgiving, at which more than 70,000 persons 
of Andria and vicinity, amid prayers and hymns, followed the bishop. 
who bore the saered relic. The city administration was officially 
represented. From the balconies, showers of flowers poured down 
upon the almost endless throng. The magnificent celebration closed 
with a grand illumination. 

Anti-clerics who had threatened to disclose the fraud of the 
priests and to have the deceivers justly punished, had become silent, 
as the evidence was too plain to admit of deception. Fortunately, 
many of them changed their sentiments. 

* * * 

Whether God in His mercy will this year repeat the miracle which 

has occurred a number of times is not known, but certain it is that on 
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several occasions the relic of the true thorn of our Savior’s crown, 
kept at Andria, has been seen to exude blood when Good Friday and 
the feast of the Annunciation fell on the same day, as they do again 
in 1932. 





Theresa Neumann Visits Speyer 





N interesting visit was recently reported in the diocesan 
paper of Speyer, in Bavaria: — On Saturday, September 
12th, visitors from Konnersreuth arrived in Speyer. In 
company with Professor Wuetz of Eichstatt, Rev. Father 
Naber, her sister and one other person, Theresa, Neumann, 

the stigmatic of Konnersreuth, arrived here by automobile to attend 

a private religious ceremony, a baptism, and occupied a room in the 

Bishop’s house. 

When His Excellency, Most Rev. Ludwig Sebastian, Bishop of 
Speyer, with his visitors and the members of his household, repaired 
to his private chapel at the accustomed hour on Saturday evening to 
pray the daily Rosary, Theresa Neumann suddenly fell into an ecstasy, 
which lasted twenty minutes and in which she had a vision of the 
day’s feast, the holy Name of Mary. 


Feast of the Holy Name of Mary 


She beheld in her vision the parents of the Mother of God, 
Joachim and Anne, in their large stately house at Nazareth, presenting 
their child to three priests, one of whom was more splendidly attired 
than the other two. Theresa pronounced the name which was given 
the child in the Hebrew-Aramaic language. Acording to her, Joachim 
pronounced the name in the dialect, “Marjiam;” and the priest re- 
peated it as “Mirjiam.” They prayed and sang from scrolls which 
looked like linen. Then Theresa saw, while a look of painful com- 
passion was visible on her countenance, how the priest cut three locks 
of hair from the head of the little Mirjiam and burned it on the 
altar in a three-legged crucible. She also saw a kind of anointing 
of the senses of the child. (This ceremony is prescribed by the 
Church in the baptismal rites for adults as well as for children.) 
After this, the priest held the child in both hands, raised it aloft and 
sang sacred hymns. During the ecstasy, Theresa plainly showed her 
desire to have the holy child placed in her arms also. 

On the following morning, which was Sunday, Theresa, in 
company with two Sisters, assisted at the pontifical High Mass in the 
cathedral. As she cannot kneel or stand for any length of time, a 
chair was placed for her near one of the four pillars supporting the 
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cupola. With her plain black dress and her black head shawl, she 
gave the impression of a plain, elderly woman of the country. Yet 
in spite of this she was recognized by some who were in attendance. 
Before Vespers a number of persons who wished to see Theresa had 
gathered in front of the cathedral. But as she anxiously tries to 
avoid all public notice, she withdrew, having been seen by only a 
few persons. 

On Sunday evening, while in conversation with the Bishop and 
his sister, Theresa suddenly fell into ecstasy a second time. In this 
vision she beheld the scene of the Gospel read at Holy Mass that 
morning, the healing of the man afflicted with dropsy. 


Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 


On Monday, the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, she 
assisted at the Holy Mass which was said at an early hour in the 
Bishop’s private chapel. In the course of the holy Sacrifice, her 
sufferings began, which after the reception of Holy Communion set 
in with shuddering violence. She could not walk back to her room, 
but had to be carried there. The sufferings lasted for three hours, 
from seven till ten o’clock. During this time the wound in her side 
bled, but the other wounds of ‘the stigmata did not. The wound in 
the side pained during the entire’ day. 

The sight of the sufferer was heart-rending. His Excellency 
remained at her side during the entire ecstasy. A number of priests, 
religious and lay-persons were likewise witnesses of this passion. 
Dreadful pains convulsed the wasted frame of the stigmatic; again 
and again she raised her delicate, almost transparent hands to her 
head as if to draw out the painful thorns. She also suffered great 
pains in her pierced feet. and in the wounds of her hands. But the 
wound in her side pained most, from which, as she said, “it flowed 
hot, hot.” 

Moans escaped her lips, yet withal it was touching to hear her 
repeat again and again, painfully and brokenly: “Gladly, O Lord!” 
It seemed as if almost involuntarily she strove against this suffer- 
ing, yet again and again wished to express her resignation by this 
ejaculation. 

After three hours of intense suffering, quiet finally set in at about 
ten o’clock, and after that, the condition of elevated repose. In this 
condition, still in ecstasy, Theresa instantly recognized the priests who 
were present by touching their thumb and fore-finger, “because with 
these they had held the Savior.” 

When Theresa had returned to her normal condition she declared 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 345 


that she was “dead tired,” that her feet and hands were torn and 
pierced, that she was ready to die, and that her garments were saturated 
with perspiration. After the good God had allowed her a few moments 
of respite, He suddenly favored her with a new vision. She beheld 
the mystery of the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. 


No Food; Little Sleep 


During all these days, Theresa Neumann neither ate nor drank 
the least thing. “I feel no hunger or thirst,” she assured her compan- 
ions. Her only nourishment was Holy Communion, which she received 
every morning. Also, Theresa’s need of sleep, contrary to all natural 
requirements, is very slight; a few hours a week suffice her. Only 
after the severe hours of suffering does she require a time of rest. 

The thought of the sufferings of Jesus overpowers her so strongly 
that she cannot pray the Stations nor the sorrowful mysteries of the 
Rosary in the usual way. The Wounds of Christ are clearly and 
visibly impressed upon her. To avoid all attention, her hands are 
covered with half gloves. The wounds on her hands are in peculiar 
form; in the middle of the back of the hand is impressed in sharp 
and distinctly traced lines an almost four-cornered wound, measuring 
about a centimeter each way, covered with a dark scab. In the palm 
_of the hands appears a round wound, slightly indented, much smaller 
than the one on the back of the hand. It would seem as if a long, 
pointed nail with a four cornered head had been driven through 
the hands from the back. 

The impressions one receives in conversing with Theresa are most 
favorable. All who have come in contact with her and who have had 
occasion to observe her childlike cheerfulness, which knows no du- 
plicity, regard her as a favored witness of the wonders of God. Her 
whole bearing seems unaffected and natural, hostile to all would-be 
piety. In her expressions she is very intuitive and sometimes quite 
original; her conversation is lively and interesting, but sometimes one 
has a little difficulty in understanding her dialect. On first meeting her, 
in her black head shawl, one easily judges her to be older than she 
really is, but in personal conversation she seems fresh and compara- 
tively young. It is difficult to describe her features, especially since 
her expression changes so quickly. 


Present Day Fashions Wound the Heart of Jesus 


In gazing upon her face, one’s attention is drawn by her blue 
eyes, which have a pure, childlike, supernaturalized expression. It 
seems as if the peace of a higher world were mirrored in their depths. 
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It is as if Theresa ever listened interiorly to an invisible third person, 
to whom her whole interior is directed. Her expression and bearing 
show a willingness to follow every call of God immediately, not only 
to pass over into the world of visions and ecstasies, but also to the 
world of suffering. 

Theresa Neumann does not seek out people, but she helps whom- 
soever she can. “I send for no one,” she said, “but I believe that 
those who come to me have a reason.” It is well known that she 
has to suffer much for the faults of others. When in the course of 
the conversation the subject turned upon “Dress of today,” the ex- 
pression of her countenance changed immediately to one of unspeakable 
sadness; tears filled her eyes, she involuntarily wrung her hands and 
could hardly speak. This sudden outbreak of pain plainly shows how 
much the stigmatic has to suffer for the immoral abuses of today’s 
fashion and that this fashion wounds the Heart of God more deeply 
than the thoughtless wearers of the sleeveless and otherwise insufficient 
clothing would be willing to admit. It pains Theresa very much that 
even many pious women and girls refuse to distinguish themselves 
with regard to fashion. The picture of the pure Mother of God comes 
before her mind. She cannot more fittingly call attention to the 
contrariness of their attitude than by asking the question: “Can these 
pious girls and women present themselves to the Mother of God in. 
a knee-length or sleeveless dress?” Theresa considers it her duty to 
strengthen and preserve in her fellow sisters the proper womanly 
sentiments and Christian morality with regard to fashions. 

On Monday afternoon they made a sight-seeing tour through the 
country, without making any stops. Theresa loves nature; she delighted 
to feed the antelopes during a brief rest at Johanniskreuz. On Tuesday 
they visited the invalids in the children’s hospital which belongs to 
the diocesan caritas union on the Donnersberg; from there the party 
visited the Hildegard Sisters in the House of Nazareth at Bossweiler, 
where Theresa remained over night. From here they returned to 
Konnersreuth. 





THE MESSAGE FROM KONNERSREUTH (translated from the 
German original of Most Rev. Sigmund Waitz, Bishop of Feldkirch), 
brings us into the presence of the stigmatic, Theresa Neumann, while 
she endures. the awful agony of participation in our Savior’s suf- 
ferings. Reading of the experiences of this privileged soul affords 
many clear lights on the agonies endured by our Lord in His Passion 
and on His merciful attitude toward sinners. This booklet will great- 
ly facilitate meditation on the sacred Passion of Our Lord during 
Lent and will help you to spend these precious weeks in a profitable 
manner. Price, 10¢ each; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Food! 





O provide food for the needy is one of the vital problems 
of the day. The long bread lines in our larger cities 
are heart-rending. Without food the famished body weak- 
ens and dies. But among all these charitable means of 
providing food for the body, how seldom do we hear 
emphasized the necessity of food for the soul. Good reading is 
nourishment for the soul; without this supernatural food the spirit 
will become weak, and as the under-nourished body is susceptible to 
disease, so the unfed soul is the ready victim of poisonous thoughts. 

Though a dollar means much to you during these hard and 
difficult times, yet this is, above all, not the time to deprive your soul 
of the nourishment of good reading. In these days of unbelief and 
free-thinking, Catholics have great need of instruction in the truths of 
their religion in order to withstand the attacks which are constantly 
directed against the Church and her doctrines. It is necessary, too, 
that they receive an insight into the more important questions of the 
day from a Catholic viewpoint, because the secular papers often mis- 
represent them, either through prejudice or through lack of knowl- 
edge of the facts. Furthermore, they have need of consoling and 
edifying literature to comfort them in their trials and teach them how 
to gain merit through sufferings. Our readers have assured us again 
and again that they have derived just such instruction and consolation 
through the reading of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and many of 
them aver that they would rather give up everything else than to 
part with this magazine. 

If you are hard pressed for money during this financial crisis, 
write us a few lines to that effect and we will gladly continue sending 
you “Tabernacle and Purgatory” until such time as you are able to 
remit for your subscription. A number have written us in this strain: 
“It is now time to renew my subscription, but I haven’t the money. 
I hope next summer I will have something to sell and will have a 
dollar. I hope I will continue to get the little magazine; it is such 
a loss to be without it and I will remit as soon as possible.” 

Do not think “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is a luxury in your 
home. On the contrary it is an absolute necessity; it furnishes food for 
the soul, which is just as essential as food for the body. One who says 
he “can’t afford a Catholic magazine” should ask himself: “Can I afford 
eight cents a month to insure the future Catholicity of my children?” — 
That’s the kind of insurance policy your Catholic publication is. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Peter* 


Continued 





What One Does for the Poor is Done for the Child Jesus 


August. 

My T'S vacation now. It seemed so long before it came. 
= We went to the sea. We caught crawfish. I caught 
three hundred and Hans four hundred. Ottilie broiled 
them and we had a picnic on the rocks. Afterwards 
we caught a cuttlefish and a big red crab. We set 
them against each other. The crab was victorious and the cuttlefish 
got away. When we went home I met a little rag-picker in the 
street. He was no taller than papa’s topboots. He was dragging 
a big sack of paper which was certainly heavier than the boy himself. 
It was raining and it was cold. The little boy was barefooted. He 
went from one box to another to look for papers. Three rogues 
threw themselves upon him and tried to empty his sack. The poor 
boy ran away and began to cry. The three ran after him and 
threw stones at him. But now I threw myself on the biggest and 
I showed him all I knew about boxing. When he had enough blows 
he ran away with his friends. Then I asked the little boy: “What 
is your name?” “Zozo.” “Where is your home?” “Near the 
bridge.” “Where are your shoes?” “I have no shoes.” “Come, 
mamma will give you a pair.” “I have no mamma.” “My mamma 
will give you a pair.” I brought him to my mamma and she gave 
him my old pair, and a piece of buttered bread. I helped him put 
on the shoes. Then I asked him: “Have you any marbles?” “No.” 
“Come, I will give you some of mine.” I filled both his pockets 
with marbles. Then he laughed and went away, greedily eating the 
slice of bread. 

Oh, I was so happy! You told us once, all that we do for the 
poor is done for the Child Jesus. Then I danced about for joy and 
called mamma and shouted: “Hurrah! I gave half my marbles 
and a pair of my shoes to the Child Jesus. Papa will be converted.” 

Peter. 
Rather Die than Commit a Mortal Sin 
Dear Father: September. 
I have just returned. I caught sand eels with Hans and Ottilie. 


In order to reach the isle of Mew, we had to wade through some 
pools. Ottilie feared to be drowned, so I took her on my back. 


*Translated from the German. 
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Hans was the driver and I was the horse. Father, do you know how 
we catch sand eels? We had three big knives of wood. With 
these we wrote in the sand just what we happened to think of. I 
wrote, “I will become a captain like my papa.” Ottilie wrote the 
little verse she teaches her doll, and Hans wrote exercises. At each 
letter we wrote, the sand eels jumped up. Ottilie was scared and 
screamed when the eels sprang up. But we were not afraid. and 
we caught two hundred of them. 

Now I will tell you a secret. One month after the mission I 
recalled at Holy Communion the sermon about sin and the little 
martyr of Tonquin who wished rather to die than to commit a 
mortal sin. Then I asked the Child Jesus to let me die rather than 
commit one. It seemed to me that Jesus liked my prayer, and now 
I say it every night after the Rosary for my papa: “My Jesus, I pray 
you, let me rather die than commit a mortal sin.” Is this all right? 

Your Little Peter. 


Little Peter Rejoiced to be with Jesus 
October. 

We are back home again in dear S$. School has just begun, and 
I am taking up my studies with new zeal. I have finished my lessons 
for today, so I am going to write you again. 

I like to go to church when nobody is there. Then I am quite 
alone with Jesus and can speak to Him. Sometimes He answers me, 
sometimes He does not. But even then I am very happy to be near 
Him. I always tell Him to convert papa. When I have to leave, 
I say, “Little Child Jesus, I would like to stay longer with you, but 
I have to study my lessons. I will not forget you. I will work for 
you. The priest said that we pray when we work, as long as we 
work for you.” 

At school during recess I walk along the side nearest the chapel 
to be nearer to Jesus. When I am out walking, I am on the lookout 
for churches of the villages to say good-day to Jesus. At night in my 
bed I turn to that side where the church stands and say to Jesus: 
“Good night!” How beautiful it must be in heaven, when we are 
always with our Lord. But where will my papa be? Please pray 
for him. Your Peter. 


Little Peter Sacrificed Himself for His Father 
November. 
I am so sorry our Lord will not convert papa. And I am 


asking for it every morning at Communion, at my Rosary, everywhere. 
But yesterday I thought that one must do three things in order to 
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convert souls: Pray, preach and suffer. I have prayed very much 
and even preached, but still I have not suffered, dear Father. Then 
I asked Jesus to let me suffer very much, to make amends for papa’s 
faults and blasphemies, so that he may be converted. He always 
says to mamma that Jesus Christ is not God, that the priests invented 
religion, and many other things. He read the books you sent him. 
But he says they prove nothing, that he never will go to confession, 
and that there is no hell. We are all very sad and mamma cries often. 
Peter. 
December, 1912 
Sunday after Communion it seemed to me that Jesus called me 
and said: “Little Peter, would you like to die to convert your father?” 
I said quickly: “Oh, yes, yes!” — “But you will have to suffer very 
much.” “Very well, if You help me, I will be glad to do it.” Now 
I am ready to die. But perhaps I committed a fault by accepting 
without permission. Did I do wrong, dear Father? 
Papa has to go to another garrison. Within a month we leave. 
Peter. 
He Wishes to be Pure as a Lily 
January, 1913 
Today our Father called together the Eucharistic League, as he 
does every month. He asked us how many new members we had won 
for each section. The first one of the daily Communion has doubled. 
I won six members. Then our Father told us of St. Stanislaus, how 
he made the vow of chastity when he was only seven years old. Then 
it seemed to me that Jesus asked me whether I, too, wanted to be 
chaste all my life, and to take the vow like St. Stanislaus. I said I 
would be glad to do it, and I promised it. I am so glad if I can 
give myself entirely to Jesus. If you permit me, I shall renew this 
vow every morning after Communion. Peter. 


“To Give Joy to Jesus and the Holy Father” 


January 

We have left Garrison S. and are now in L. O, dear Father, I 
am so sorry; for in L. it is not like in S. There is no Communion 
League here and no child goes daily to Communion. The most pious 
ones go only every month. We were not here very long, but only 
eight days, when the priest called us into the vestry after Mass, mamma 
and me. I was a little afraid. The Father looked at me for a moment, 
and then turned to mamma and said: “Madam, the people here are 
much taken aback at the way you act. They are not surprised at 
your going to Communion every morning, but that you require i: 
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also from your child they can hardly believe. Do you really think 
that your child fully understands what he is doing?” “I think he 
does, Father. Moreover, it was not I who made the child go; it was 
the child who induced me to receive Holy Communion every day.” 
“How old is your child?” “Eight years.” “And why do you want 
to receive Communion every day, Peter?” “To please Jesus and the 
Holy Father.” “So, so!” “And then, to convert papa.” For a long 
time the Father was silent, then he said: “Well, Peter, continue to 
receive our Lord every day. If our Holy Father urges you to do so, 
it would be wrong for me to prevent you.” We went home very 
joyful. Your Peter. 

P.S. We got an invitation from the General’s wife. Tomorrow we 
are going there to tea. Mamma had a little Hussar’s suit made for 
me for the occasion — red and blue. 

February 15th 

I am a little sick. I caught cold when we went home from the 
General’s tea. Mamma will help me to write my letter. We were 
at the house of the General’s wife. Many officers and their wives were 
there. All these ladies attacked mamma on account of me, because 
I go to Communion every day. The General’s wife began. She said: 
“Madam d’Airelle, I cannot understand that so good a Christian as 
you are should indulge in such abuses. To bring a child of eight years 
to Communion, and that every day! That is the world turned upside 
down! I always thought till now that the first duty of a good Christian 
is reverence for the holy Sacraments and that she should impart it 
to her children. As for me, I have four children and none of them 
shall receive Communion before the completion of the eleventh year. 
Then at least they will know what they are doing.” “And then,” joined 
in the Major’s wife, “such a late breakfast does no good to the health 
of our children. I let my children take their breakfast in bed before 
they get up.” “Moreover,” added a tall, stout lady with a white 
feather on her hat, “they are already giving up these innovations. 
Many complain that the First Holy Communion is not so solemn as 
it used to be.” 

While these ladies were speaking, all at the same time, I looked 
at mamma. Her face was very red, and I saw that she was very near 
to crying, and so was I. When they had finished, mamma replied 
very calmly: “Ladies, I cannot answer all your difficulties. That I 
leave to the priests and theologians. My only theology is: obey. Our 
Holy Father wishes our children to communicate as soon as their 
intelligence awakes. He makes it our duty to bring them then to the 
Table of the Lord, and after that, to let them go every day as much 
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as possible. I obey. For the rest I do not worry. It is not my 
business to criticize the Pope or to ask reasons from the Church.” 

“Bravo! Madam d’Airelle!” cried the General, who had just 
come in. “That is the only way I understand Catholicism. If we want 
to discuss and criticize, we would better become Protestants right away. 
Then we may say and believe just what we like.” 

Then he turned to me. “You, Little Peter, come and give these 
ladies a lesson in catechism. Who commands the Church?” “The 
Pope.” “Very well, my little friend. You see, ladies, this is an answer 
to all your objections. Where should we end if from now on every 
simple soldier could discuss my orders and teach me tactics? And 
yet, I am not infallible like the Pope. I cannot, as he, rely on the 
special assistance of the Holy Ghost. Little Peter, you are a very 
good fellow; come and embrace me.” I gave him two kisses. 

While papa was putting on his cloak in the hall, I heard the 
General say to him: “Captain, I congratulate you; you have a fine 
little fellow who will certainly never bring shame upon you.” 

In the street papa pressed my hand. He was pleased with me. 
At night I said half of my rosary for the General, because he was 
so good to me. 


With much love. Peter. 
To be continued. 





Go to Joseph — Joseph of the Old Testament was a prototype of St. Joseph 
the foster father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Pharao raised him to the highest 
dignity in the land and directed all his subjects to apply to Joseph in their 
needs saying: Go to Joseph! In the same words, Holy Church directs the 
faithful to have recourse to St. Joseph in all their needs. To other saints it 
would seem God has given power to help only in certain necessities, but to 
St. Joseph He has given power to help in every need. The months of March 
and April are dedicated in a special manner to his honor. Venerate him with 
special devotions and prepare for his feasts (March 19th and April 30th) by 
novenas in his honor. The two following booklets will fully supply you with 
motives and methods of doing so: — 

Go to Joseph—a short but comprehensive treatise on his dignity and 
sanctity, his powerful protection and intercession, and his feasts. 10¢ each. 

Devotions to St. Joseph — composed entirely of beautiful prayers, devo- 
tions and novenas to this great saint. 5¢ each; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Contents — March, 1932 
O Loving Pelican — ‘The Cross is My Book’’— “That You Do 
Not Mistreat My Son’’— Good Will — Prayer and Fasting -- Means of 
Assisting the Poor Souls— A Blessed Opportunity — Her Greatest 
Joy — Miracle of the Holy Thorn on Holy Saturday 1910 — Theresa 
Neumann Visits Speyer — Food! — Little Peter. 
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Lent, 1932 


(Postage extra on all — 


re to the Holy Wounds 
As communicated to Sr. M. Martha Chambon, an Italian Visitation 
Nun (1844-1907). Touching recommendations to practice this 
devotion; eight consoling promises. Contains the Way of the 
Cross and other prayers in honor of the Passion. 10¢ each 


The Message from Konnersreuth 
A witness of Theresa Neumann’s Passion ecstasies vividly describes 
her sufferings and relates other interesting details concerning the 
stigmatic, interspersed with salutary reflections. Prayers. From 
Canada: ‘“‘Will you kindly send me 100 copies of ‘The Message...’ 
This booklet is an excellent and worthy stimulus to our holy 
Faith, and I desire to distribute it among my people.”’ 10¢ each 

Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix (in Limpias, Spain) 
Brief history of the Crucifix, accounts of marvelous manifestations 
by competent witnesses. From Michigan: ‘I just finished reading 
your interesting booklet, ‘Wonders...’ It is very soul-stirring 
and I hope devotion to the Passion of Christ will thereby increase 
rapidly.”” 10¢ each 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Touching prayers and reflections on our Savior’s Passion, follow- 
ing in sequence from the Agony to the death on the Cross. Excel- 
lent for Lenten devotions. 5¢ each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 

Meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Savior in all the 
stages of His life, in His glory, in the Blessed Sacrament; promises 
in favor of those who venerate the Holy Face; examples from the 
saints; many beautiful prayers. From Washington: “I have had 
so many people come to me in church and ask me where to get 
the booklet on the Holy Face. It seems to draw everyone to our 
Lord. I have given out many...” 5¢ each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 

An effective means of honoring the Heavenly Father, of obtaining 
graces for ourselves and relief for the poor souls. Ceylon: “I was 
particularly pleased with the booklet on devotion to the Precious 
Blood, in which are gathered all the sublime sentiments and pious 
phrases of the saints and fathers of the Church. The practices 
recommended therein are simple and easy, though rich in grace 
and merit.” 5¢ each 


Devotions to the Sorrowful Mother 
The Sorrows of Mary should be an object of our deepest compas- 
sion. This little treatise presents many sorrowful aspects of her 
Dolors and the salutary effects which this devotion produces in 
souls. Litany and other prayers. 5¢ each 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
An artistic 16-page map, containing four inspiring views of the 
Limpias Crucifix, together with a brief history of this famous Crucifix, 
reflections on the Passion of our Lord, and a number of touching 
prayers. Size: 4% x7% in. Printed on fine art paper. Price 20¢ 
(When ordering, kindly mention No. 16.) 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


Se eee ~~ 


A strong rosary, light to carry. Medium large beads made of 
Irish Horn with cross and center connection of horn, on 
steel chain. Length 21 in. 

Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated 
chain, with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 in. 

Oval Mother of pearl beads on white metal chain. An attractive 
pair of beads, suitable for any occasion. Length 17 in., with 
a 1% in. cross 

Cocoa beads on strong steel chain with nickel-bound cross. 
Without chain between beads, 40¢. Smaller beads with one 
link between beads. Length 19 in. and a 1% in. nickel- 
bound cross 


Oval cocoa beads, a handy size which pleases all. Length 17 in. 


Special Hand-made Rosaries, Very Strong and Durable 


Imitation of precious stone beads on heavy sterling silver chain 
with sterling silver cross and center connection. Colors: 
light blue, light pink or light green. Or: Imitation Mother 
of pearl beads, colors: pink, agate or cream 

Imitation of precious stone beads on lighter sterling see chain, 
colors: light blue, light pink or light green. Or: Imitation 
Mother of pearl beads, on lighter chain, colors: pink, agate 
or cream 

Oval cocoa beads on heavy German-silver chain with 2 in. ebony 
crucifix 

Round cocoa beads on German-silver chain. Length 19 in. 
With chain between beads. Length 23 in., with 2 in. crucifix 


For Lenten Devotions 


The holy Cross is the sign of salvation. It is an edifying custom 
to have a Crucifix in every room. If you have no Crucifixes in your 
home, send for some during this holy season of Lent. 

Standing Crucifix, Calvary base, made of dark rosewood, inlaid 

with brass strips and mounted with a finely modelled bronze 

corpus. Crucifix may be taken out of the base and used 

I MIR. Screiteechcapenanencanctubeactssaslennisntons jigndaemesckteatbstgaaisae $2.25 
Rosewood hanging Crucifix with brass inlay. 54%x3%in. Metal 

corpus in bronze finish. 12 in. size $2.25 S in. size ........ 
Real Ebony Crucifixes, Oxidized corpus, hanging 

Beveled edges 7 in. 

Plain edges 3 in. 3! in. 60¢ 6 in. 90¢ 8, in. 
Nickel-bound Crucifixes 2 in. 15¢ 4 in. 40¢ 5 in. 

hanging > in. 75¢ 7 in. $1.00 10 in. $2. 00 

When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the 

Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








